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THE DESIGNATED SITES IN THE SUNART RAINFOREST AREA
Within the Sunart Rainforest area there are six different types of designation. The sites relevant to this plan are discussed below.
Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI)

Special Areas of Conservation (SAC)

Special Protection Areas (SPA)
National Nature Reserve (NNR)
National Scenic Area (NSA)
Ramsar sites

Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI)
Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) represent the best of Scotland’s natural heritage. They are ‘special’ for their plants, animals or habitats, their rocks or landforms, or a combination of such natural features. Together, they form a network of the best examples of natural features throughout Scotland, and support a wider network across Great Britain and the European Union. 

Scottish Natural Heritage/ Nature Scot (SNH/NS) chooses sites after detailed survey and evaluation against published scientific criteria. SSSIs can include freshwater, and sea water down to the mean low water mark of spring tides, as well as land. At 31 March 2008, there were 1,456 SSSI’s, covering a total area of 1,036,000 hectares or 12.9% of Scotland.

SNH/NS designates SSSIs to protect the best of our natural heritage by making sure that decision-makers, managers of land and their advisors, as well as the planning authorities and other public bodies, are aware of them when considering changes in land-use or other activities which might affect them.

The Nature Conservation (Scotland) Act 2004 provides the legislative framework around which all SSSI sites are administered.

Special Areas of Conservation (SAC)

Special Areas of Conservation (SACs) are areas designated under the European Directive commonly known as the ‘Habitats’ Directive. Together with Special Protection Areas, which are designated under the Wild Birds Directive for wild birds and their habitats, SACs form the Natura 2000 network of sites. Most SACs on land or freshwater in Scotland are also underpinned by notification as Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSIs).  The additional SAC designation is recognition that some or all of the wildlife and habitats are particularly valued in a European context. 

Special Protection Areas (SPA)

These areas can be designated where more than 2% of the total UK numbers of a particular bird species is located or heavily dependent on a particular geographic area.
National Nature Reserves (NNR)

The first National Nature Reserves were designated 50 years ago, and at that time they        were the cornerstone of nature conservation policy, safeguarding sites of national                conservation importance as well as providing interpretative material and allowing the         public to enjoy these sites. All NNRs are now designated as SSSIs to strengthen their          protection. There are currently 65 National Nature Reserves in Scotland.
National Scenic areas (NSA)
National Scenic Areas are Scotland’s only national landscape designation. They are those areas of land considered of national significance on the basis of their outstanding scenic interest which must be conserved as part of the country’s natural heritage. They have been selected for their characteristic features of scenery comprising a mixture of richly diverse landscapes including prominent landforms, coastline, sea and freshwater lochs, rivers, woodlands and moorlands. 

There are currently 40 X NSA’s in Scotland, covering a total land area of 1,020,500 ha and a marine area of 357,900 ha.
Ramsar Site

Ramsar is the name of a town in Iran where the Convention on Wetlands of International Importance was adopted in 1971. The UK Government signed up to the Convention in 1976. 
The mission of the Convention is "the conservation and wise use of all wetlands through local and national actions and international co-operation, as a contribution towards achieving sustainable development throughout the world". 

Currently 164 countries have signed up as Contracting Parties to the Convention with 2083 wetland sites designated for inclusion in the Ramsar List of Wetlands of International Importance. 

There are currently 51 Ramsar sites designated as internationally important wetlands in Scotland, covering a total area of about 313,000 hectares. All Ramsar sites in Scotland are also either Special Protection Areas (SPAs) or Special Areas of Conservation (SACs), and many are also SSSIs, although the boundaries of the different designations are not always exactly the same. It is not surprising that internationally important wetlands are also of European interest for a wide variety of waterbirds, bogs, lochs, coastal wetlands and other water-dependent habitats and species. Although there is no specific legal framework that safeguards Scottish Ramsar sites, they benefit from the measures required to protect and enhance the Natura sites and SSSIs which overlap them. Scottish Natural Heritage/ Nature Scot (SNH/ NS) also includes Ramsar sites in its site condition monitoring programme.

The SSSI & SAC designated sites can be seen on the Sunart DMP Designated Sites Map. The NNR, SPA and Ramsar sites can be seen on the Sunart DMP Other Designated Sites Map.
The area covered by the National Scenic Area, as well as the wild land area classification can be seen on the Sunart DMP Landscape Designations Map.

A full account of all these sites, their current status and what properties are involved is given below In addition, the spreadsheet Sunart Monitoring of Designated features, details the likely contribution of deer to these sites. 
Individual Sites

Listed below is a summary of the individual designated sites within the area, in alphabetical order. All those sites with an SSSI designation are listed first, followed by sites carrying other designations only.
Claish Moss SSSI – Favourable
Deer Management Units: Claish Moss (Nature Scot)
The Claish Moss SSSI https://sitelink.nature.scot/site/358 is a peatland site extending to 569 ha, in the north west part of the Sunart area. It is owned and managed by Nature Scot for nature conservation. All the designated features are currently in favourable condition.
The site is part of the larger Claish Moss & Kentra Moss SAC https://sitelink.nature.scot/site/8223 with Kentra Moss lying further west outwith the Sunart area. The two designated features across this wider area are also both in favourable condition.

Finally, Claish Moss is also designated as a Ramsar wetland site https://sitelink.nature.scot/site/8416 The peatland feature is also in Favourable condition. Five other designated features on the Ramsar site have not been assessed.
Loch Shiel SSSI – Mixed
Deer Management Units: DLS Ben Hurich, FLS Achanellan, Claish Moss
The Loch Shiel SSSI https://sitelink.nature.scot/site/1053 extends to 3357 ha and covers both the water of the loch and land on either side. It has a range of designated features including native pinewood and oak woodland, with the former in favourable condition, and the latter in unfavourable condition.
The Loch Moidart & Loch Shiel Woods SAC https://sitelink.nature.scot/site/8300 extends to 1761 ha, again, on both sides of the loch, with much of the area lying outwith Sunart. The 3 X woodland types are all considered to be in unfavourable condition.
Loch Shiel is also designated as an SPA https://sitelink.nature.scot/site/8539 for black throated divers, listed as being in Unfavourable Declining condition, but currently Recovering due to Management. 

Finally, Loch Shiel is also a National Scenic Area https://sitelink.nature.scot/site/9138 There are no designated features associated with this.

Strontian Mines SSSI – Favourable
Deer Management Units: Scotstown CG
The Strontian Mines SSSI site https://sitelink.nature.scot/site/1501 is designated for its geological interest. There is no relevance to deer.
Sunart SSSI – Mixed 
Deer Management Units: Misc properties along Loch Sunart.
The Sunart SSSI site https://sitelink.nature.scot/site/8174 is very large and covers 5519 ha on both sides of the loch, with only a small proportion within the Sunart Rainforest area. There are 16 designated features. The majority of these are in Favourable condition, but those features likely to be impacted by deer, including woodland, are in Unfavourable condition, and it is this feature which is the focus of this deer plan.
The Sunart SAC site https://sitelink.nature.scot/site/8389 covers a much wider area of 10,246 ha. It has six designated features. The four features that might possibly be impacted by grazing (woodland and heathland features) are all in Unfavourable condition.
The Ariundle Oakwood NNR site https://sitelink.nature.scot/site/5072 is part of the wider Sunart SSSI. There are no specific designated features associated with this area, the woodland being designated at the Sunart SSSI level.

OTHER DESINATIONS WITH NO SSSI INTEREST

The Moidart & Ardgour SPA https://sitelink.nature.scot/site/10115   covers part of the area, and is designated for golden eagles. The feature is in Favourable condition.
Finally, the Loch Sunart to Sound of Jura Marine Protection Area (MPA) https://sitelink.nature.scot/site/10417  is a dominant feature within the wider area, but there are no features associated with that which are relevant to this plan.
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